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What are the challenges?  How can we help?

Ownership is an abstract concept to children, and the brain damage of
FASD can affect the ability to understand abstract concepts for a
person’s entire life.  In particular, children and teens with FASD often
have trouble understanding what "ownership" means.  At the
same time, their own feelings are  very powerful,
concrete and immediate to them. 

Understanding the concept of personal
ownership of property is a prerequisite for
understanding why stealing is wrong.  If a
person does not appreciate what personal
ownership means, they cannot understand that
taking another’s possessions is stealing.  Often it
takes many years of direct instruction for a
person with FASD to understand the abstract
concept of rightful ownership. 
A person with FASD may believe that if a person
is holding an object, that object belongs to that
individual. However, it may be difficult for them
to see that an object left on a table has a
particular owner. They often act impulsively and
take things they need or want.

What can we do to help?

A person with FASD tends to live in the present
moment and if they see something they want and
it’s available they take it.  They don't think about
how they true owner will react. 
Due to problems with short-term memory, the
person might not remember having taking the
object and deny it when confronted about it.
The person might have thought that the object 
 was theirs or that someone had ‘given’ it to them
rather than ‘loaned’ it to them.
The person might lie and deny stealing to avoid
getting into trouble. 
Each day is new and different to a person with
FASD, meaning they  may not remember that
taking someone else's things was wrong.

Ownership V’s Stealing 

When a person with FASD takes something that doesn't belong to them and then avoids being honest about
it, this could be due to any or all of the following:

-  Label/colour-code items, according to who owns them.
-  Do not get caught up in an argument.  Simply say, 

       ”This … belongs to …” and have them return the item.  
-  Lock valuables and money away.

- Remember, this is more often than not a brain processing
issue and will require constant repetition and guidance.

Supervise, supervise, supervise!  A person with FASD needs supervision at
home, at school/work, during free time, and all the time!!


