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 A person with FASD can have information processing deficits in 4 areas of the
brain - when information is recorded, interpreted, stored (memory), 
or retrieved.  These deficits have significant impact on the person’s

ability to learn academically and in how to act/respond in a 
socially appropriate way.  When information is processed, the

connections needed for appropriate actions or behaviours do not
take place.

What is it?  Why does it happen?  What can it look like?

A person with FASD may appear to understand information, however their expressive
language is much stronger than their receptive language and just because they are capable
of repeating information back, does not mean that they understand.  A person with FASD

needs more time to process information; typically, they learn at a slower pace.

Memory difficulties are common in people with FASD and although they do have
memory skills that allow them to learn, they are often unable to retrieve

specific information when needed - skills learned one day are forgotten the
next, only to be recalled at some future time.  Lost information is very

frustrating for the person with FASD and can affect educational performance, which
can be inconsistent and unpredictable.

Problems with memory and information processing deficits are further compounded by attention difficulties. 
 Due to this haphazard memory capability, many people with FASD approach each day as brand new, without

continuity from the previous day, meaning they can have many gaps in their learning due to information
processing and memory deficits.

Information processing and memory deficits of a person with FASD:
 

- Difficulty translating information (hearing, reading, speaking) into appropriate behaviour
- Inability to learn from past experiences

- Difficulty generalising
- Inability to recognise similarities and differences

- Difficulty with sequencing
   - Stored information is disorganised and hard to retrieve

- Selective/spotty memory
- Difficulty following rules

- Inability to learn from consequences
- Difficulty considering the effect of an action before initiating it

 
These deficits can lead to challenges, such as:  over familiarity with strangers; frustration; confabulation.


